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POLICE AIR WING — EUROCOPTER DAUPHIN 

Statement by Minister for Police 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [2.12 pm]: Today I had the pleasure of commissioning 

the newest aircraft for WA Police—the Eurocopter Dauphin, known as Polair 62. Police air wing has been 

delivering unique front-line services to Western Australia Police and the community of Western Australia for 

more than 30 years. As a unit, Police air wing has grown to meet the demands on its services through its existing 

fleet of fixed-wing and rotary aircraft. 

The state government recognised the need for expansion and provided funding in the 2009–10 budget for a 

second helicopter to be purchased for WA Police. Following a competitive tender process, the Eurocopter 

Dauphin was selected as Police air wing’s preferred aircraft. This particular model is already used by the United 

Kingdom’s Special Forces, the United States Coast Guard, and Victoria Police. A basic form of the Eurocopter 

was shipped from France to Perth last September, where it spent some six months being reconfigured to 

accommodate all of the various systems that Police air wing needs to carry out its policing role. In fact, more 

than 3 500 hours were spent on designing and integrating myriad electronic and electrical systems, which 

included sophisticated sensor equipment, a forward-looking infra-red camera, a multi-agency communication 

suite, special lighting, a rescue winch, and other mission critical equipment such as the police tasking and data 

information system—TADIS—and police vehicle locator and tracking devices. WA Police air wing partnered 

with local WA companies, Thomson Design and Premiair Aviation Maintenance Pty Ltd, to design and complete 

the integration. The result of this work is an excellent example of local WA companies producing world-class 

aviation engineering and design elements.  

Built at a cost of more than $20 million, Polair 62 will add to police air wing’s fleet of four aircraft. It will 

complement the unit’s existing helicopter, BK117. Arguably the highest profile asset now within the police air 

wing, Polair 62 will be pivotal in enabling WA Police to carry out the many and varied functions the agency 

needs to deliver in a contemporary policing environment. The role of our police helicopters is diverse. Polair 62 

will not only enhance the front-line police presence, but also enable a superior level of service to the WA 

community in both metropolitan and regional locations. In particular, Polair 62 will help WA Police achieve its 

three key policing responsibilities; namely, keeping the WA community safe, responding to crime, and policing 

our roads.  

Polair 62 is an outstanding asset. It will make a big difference to policing in this state. It is just another example 

of how the Liberal–National government is honouring its promise to make law and order a top priority by 

ensuring WA Police are better resourced than ever before. 

 


